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“One of the greatest challenges of our time is what I would call
the quiet crisis, one that steals lives and tears at the heart of
families, but that – relative to its impact – is hardly
acknowledged …

… the level of diagnosis, understanding and awareness of
dementia is shockingly low. It is as though we have been in
collective denial … it is a national crisis”.







55/100 Practices 

>379 Participants

◦ GPs 178

◦ Nurses 76

◦ Receptionists   36

◦ HCAs 18

◦ Managers 32

◦ Secretaries 13

◦ Other 26
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Knowledge and attitudes towards dementia in primary health care teams

Forde, Odetoyinbo, Monks, Mistry, Farrell & Wedderburn

RCGP Conference, Harrogate, 2013

1. To provide an up-to-date analysis of GPs knowledge and attitudes towards
dementia.

2. To compare Dorset GPs with national averages to see if there are patterns that can
account for Dorset’s relatively low diagnostic rates.

3. To compare knowledge and attitudes across different members of the primary
health care team (GPs, nurses and nonclinical staff) as everyone can play a role in
identifying patients with memory problems.



“we are a team and dementia is a team disease”

“all teams play a critical role, not just clinical”

“feel I know more about dementia by listening to others questions and discussion”

“highlighted disparity of knowledge between clinical and nonclinical staff”

“useful to see same problem from different angles”

“we don’t often hear much about each others role in the care of patients”





Thank you


